Become a Foster Parent! Service Alternatives
FAQ
How is getting licensed with Service
Alternatives (SA) different than
getting licensed with the state?

SA contracts with the state to license and support Treatment Foster Homes. As an SA foster parent, you are still
licensed with the state you simply have our agency overseeing your license and providing an amazing level of
support. The children we place have higher needs and require additional support in order to be successful. Our foster
parents receive an extra level of training and they have our agency to call for support anytime. We also provide case
management support and a team approach. You'll receive monthly respite and reimbursement.
How are foster children
cared for financially?
Foster Parents receive monthly
reimbursement to provide for the care of
the child in their home. This reimbursement
should be used for basic needs as well as
activities that will benefit the child. All
foster children have all medical and mental
health needs paid for through Apple
Care/Coordinated Care.

Are there age restrictions
when it comes to getting
licensedt?
In order to be a licensed foster
parent you must be at least 21 years
old. Other than that, people must be
healthy enough to provide care for
the child placed in their home.

I have a past conviction on my
record. Can I still get licensed?
It depends upon what it is and how long
ago it happened. It's possible. We will
need to do a background check which
will be the deciding factor.

What are the requirements
to become a foster parent?
You will be asked to complete a background
check, have housing that is stable, sanitary,
free of hazards, structurally sound, adequate
in size and have at elast one bedroom
designated for a foster youth. You must have
a stable source of income and be a
responsible role model for children. You will
also complete a variety of trainings during
the licensing process as well as participate in
an assessment process with your licenser. It
is the licenser's job to make sure that all
licensed homes are safe for foster children.

As a Foster Parent, what rights do I
have?
Some of the rights of foster parents include
having the right to accept or refuse placement
of a child, being reimbursed for the child's care,
having knowledge of those things concerning the
foster child that will be needed to keep you and
your family safe and the child safe and to have
all of the information and paperwork in regards
to the child's history that SA has access to.

